COLEORTON HALL - LEICESTERSHIRE - CHRONOLOGY OF LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT

	YEAR
	DATE
	DETAILS
	SOURCE

	1100
	
	Early mediaeval village existed towards the southern part of the site around the Church. Became deserted by the 13th Century (evidence of this settlement was uncovered during archaeological investigations carried out in 1992)
	SMR

	1190
	
	The original church built
	Coal Board Papers

	1300
	
	Manor was first imparted by one of the Maurewards during the 14th Century
	J Hort

	1303
	
	Deer Park in existence at Coleorton (evidence of Park Pale survives along the northern boundary. Re: Hartley Survey) 
	SMR

	1426
	
	The manor of Qverton was conveyed to Sir Thomas Beamont following his marriage to Phillippa Maureward. 
	Revill & J Hort

	1600
	
	The first hall was erected on the site by Sir Henry and Lady Beaumont
	J Hort

	1606
	
	The Deer Park at Coleorton was enlarged
	SMR

	1607
	
	Sir Henry Beaumont died
	J Hort

	1608
	
	Lady Beaumont died
	J Hort

	1622
	
	Thomas Beaumont was created Viscount Beaumont by James I
	Revill

	1650
	
	The original manor house was destroyed alter the Royalists had besieged it during the Civil War
	Revill

	1660
	
	Second manor house was built on the same site as the original building
	Butler-Johnson

	1702
	
	The Coleorton Estate was conveyed to William Beaumont (of the Dunmow, in Essex, Branch of the family) following the death of Viscount Beaumont of Swords
	Revill

	1753
	
	Sir George Howland Beaumont born
	Revill

	1762
	
	Sir George Beaumont inherited the family estates, including Coleorton, upon the death of his father. He was 9 years old.
	Revill

	1777
	
	Priors Map showed 27 coal pits in the area, 15 of which were at Coleorton
	Revill

	1778
	
	Sir George Beaumont married Margret Willes
	Revill

	1779
	
	Sir George Beaumont exhibited his first picture at the Royal Academy: ‘View of Keswick’
	Revill

	1782
	
	Drawing of The Old Hall at Coleorton’ by Sir George Beaumont
	Revill

	1784-1828
	
	Collection of letters from Sir Uvedale Price, Wordsworth Coleridge, Gilpin etc to Sir George and Lady Beaumont, forming a part of the Coleorton Papers held by the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York 

Many of the letters (from 1802 onwards) refer to the laying out of the grounds and design of the house at Coleorton
	Pierpont Morgan

	1790
	
	Sir George Beaumont purchased the pocket borough of Sere Alston in Devon and entered Parliament as a Tory MP
	Revill

	1798
	
	Sir George Beaumont prosecuted his agent at Coleorton for fraud and embezzlement. It has been suggested that it was this affair which prompted hire, to move up to Coleorton from Essex so that he could keep o closer eye on his estate.

The case continued until 1805, and Beaumont eventually recovered £13,000 from Boultby
	Revill

	1801
	
	It appears that the Architect William Atkinson had prepared designs for the hall prior to Dances involvement, described as ‘ingenious’

Sir George Beaumont commissioned George Dance to prepare designs for the Hall and send them to his friends Uvedale Price and William Mitford for their comments
	Regency Design

	1802
	
	Sir George Beaumont was appointed one of the seven ,members of the committee of National Monuments (‘Committee of Taste’)
	Revill

	1802
	
	…Farrington’s diary notes:  ‘[George] Dance I drank tea with. He has designed a House for Sir George Beaumont, but has advised him not to build at Coleorton, which he says he intended to do on a rising ground. before which coal pits…
… and circumstances belonging to such works are the principal objects. In addition to which the roads to it are heavy sand and difficult to get through’
	Revill

	1802
	27th Dec
	Plan of Coleorton Hall’ by George Dance. Survey drawing showing the layout of the building and grounds immediately around it prior to its it development. Shows Yard, Stables buildings .Kitchen Garden lying to the west of the house…
…Strawberry Ground, shown immediately to the east of the house, defined by a ‘Haw-Haw along its eastern and southern boundary. ‘Summerhouse’ on a raised mount located to the north east.
	Soane Museum

	1802-4
	
	Collection of plans, elevations and detailed construction drawings for the Hall by George Dance. Collection includes numerous different designs for the elevations and floor plans
	Soane Museum

	1803
	
	Sir George Beaumont met Samuel Taylor Coleridge for the first time at the house of William Sotheby
	Revill

	
	Jan
	George Dance submitted his first designs to the Beaumonts
	

	
	1st May
	Outbreak of War with France, possibly delayed the building works until the following year
	Owen

	
	31st May
	Uvedale Price wrote to Margaret Beaumont in response to her request for a ‘celebrated ground gardener’ he suggested Cranston, indicating that his price would be about one guinea per day, one fifth of Repton…

…‘the person I mean lived several years with me as a gardener . . He came from a very good school - Lee of Hammersmith, he is perfectly acquainted with everything related to plantation…

…And from having lived with mete long, and being a very quick. intelligent man, he knows all my ideas of planting and thinning trees, and indeed of all kinds of improvements’
	Coleorton Paper

	
	8th June
	Letter from Price to Lady Beaumont further praising the abilities of Cranston (Herefordshire based gardener and land surveyor) ‘I could not send you a better proxy…

‘I have already talked to him about your stone quarry and the method of taking away the mould so as to have a picturesque effect’
	Coleorton Papers

	
	June to August
	Cranston was on site at Coleorton overseeing the setting out of the Gardens The Head Gardener, Mr Hooper was working as his assistant…

‘If Hooper is an attentive and intelligent man and willing to learn, it wil1 be of great service to him to be present and to take part in every operation’


	Coleorton Papers

	1804
	Jun
	Dance told Farrington that Sir George Beaumont had decided to take Uvedale Price’s advice and extend the existing house rather than build anew.


	Revill

	
	
	A local building surveyor named Hodgkinson condemned the existing Hall as ‘fit for nothing but offices’. This presumably prompted the Beaumonts to proceed with a new building
	Owen

	
	10th Jun
	Price advised Sir George on the treatment of the new pond close to the Hall -  probably the Church pond’?
	Coleorton Papers

	
	Aug
	Dance travelled to Coleorton and met with the Beaumonts, it was decided to build a new house directly over the top of the existing
	Revill

	
	21st Aug
	First foundation stone laid for the new Hall
	Owen

	
	13th Oct
	Price was advising Lady B about the laying out and managing of a new nursery possibly as part of the Grove to the north east of the Hall. - discussion as to whether the planting should be in rows as preferred by Lady B and Cranston or more informal

Price responds to Lady B’s apparent suggestion for an avenue to be planted by stating that be was quite definitely opposed to the Idea [Wordsworth was more in favour of avenues -  Lime Walk = Wordsworth?]
	Coleorton papers

	
	
	Design drawings for the entrance forecourt to the west of the new Hall by George Dance. Shows a formal and symmetrical arrangement of approach drives around a central oval lawn.

     Drawing indicates that the Kitchen Garden was located to the north-west, in the area which later became the Pinetum 
	Soane Museum

	
	
	Price’s advice on the treatment of the Grove to the north of the Hall was ‘I am against your rows, and adhere to my first idea of planting all the banks thick and leaving the middle space in a great degree, tho’ not entirely open…

...almost all people, I believe, agree that the most pleasing parts of forest scenes are those open lawns or glades irregularly surrounded by a mixture of forest trees with thickets of maple, thorns, hollies, yews’
	Revill

	1805
	
	Sir George Beaumont was active in setting up the British Institution and became one of its original directors
	Revill

	c 1805
	
	Buttresses and the terrace retaining wall built by George Dance
	EH Register

	1806
	
	Wordsworth’s letter describes the site of what is now the Grotto as the ‘little quarry’ ‘I would scratch the bank here, so as to lay bare more of the sand rock’
According to Wordsworth’s letter concerning the Writer Garden Stables Wood was an open field. He suggests planting a boundary with firs to allow glimpses to the ivy clad cottages. Evergreen boundary hedge with firs continued all around the garden. 
Mr Craig appears to have been the Head Gardener at Coleorton and had recently laid out a new walk through the woods near the Hall the Winter Garden. letter suggests that he had done this following Wordsworth’s advice
	Memorials of Coleorton

	
	Feb
	Wordsworth wrote to the Beaurnonts regarding the setting of the house. My dislike is to that system of  gardening which, because a house happens to be large or splendid, and stands at the head of a large domain…
…establishes it therefore as a principal that the house ought to dye all the surrounding country with a strength of colouring, and to an extent proportionate to its own importance
The Wordsworths were invited by Margaret Beaumont to spend the winter at Coleorton and design and construct a Winter Garden there
	Revill

	
	Nov
	William Wordsworth wrote a very long letter to Margaret Beaumont explaining his designs for the Winter Garden
	Memorials of Coleorton

	
	Dec
	Dorothy Wordsworth wrote to Margaret Beaumont referring to the Winter Garden proposals and includes a layout plan
	Memorials of Coleorton

	1807
	
	Suggested that Wordsworth’s letters to the Beaumonts during the winter of 1807 describe suggestions for the planning of the wider grounds, the groves and lawns etc and not just the Winter Garden
	Wordsworth and theAart of Landscape

	
	
	Sir Walter Scott was invited to Coleonton by Wordsworth
	Eagar

	c 1808
	
	Pencil drawing by Thomas Hearn showing the view from the Stone Bridge across the pond to the west elevation of the new Hall
	Owen

	
	
	The Beaumonts moved in to the newly completed House in
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton Hall

	
	12th Aug
	Beaumonts first take up residence in the newly completed Hall
	Private Houses

	1810
	
	Sir George Beaumont accompanied Wordsworth and his wife on a visit to William Shenstone’s The Leasows (Dudley), possibly became the inspiration for placing picturesque rocks and monuments with poetic inscriptions around the gardens at Coleorton
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton Hall

	1811
	
	Wordsworth wrote to Sir George Beaumont suggesting that an urn be placed at the eastern end of the Lime Avenue, he also suggested an inscription for the niche in the Winter garden which could only he read by someone sitting inside the feature
	Memorials

	
	10th Aug
	Price states how happy he is that my new approach has succeeded so well and long much to see it now finished probably the new route for the southern access drive {Lodge built 1812?)

Letter refers to Cranston’s continued involvement at Coleorton
	Coleorton Papers

	
	
	‘Coleorton Hall and Church’ painted by George Arnold
	Country Life

	
	
	Wordsworth composed the inscription for the monument to Sir Francis Beaumont (an Elizabethan Poet) at the north end of the Yew Walk
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton Hall

	1812
	30th Oct
	The Beaumonts together with Joseph Farington and William Owen laid .he first foundation stone for the monument to Sir Joshua Reynolds which was erected at the eastern end of the Lime Avenue and included an inscription by Wordsworth
	Anderson

	
	
	Road which had crossed the lawns to the east of the Hall, dividing off the area of the Winter Garden was diverted to the perimeter
	Owen

	1815
	Nov
	Sketch of a Stone dedicated to the memory of Richard Wilson in the Grove at Coleorton Hall, Dated 28th November 1815 by John Constable
	Coal Board Papers

	1816
	Sept
	New bridge built-across-the lake-In-the valley to the-east of the hall. Price states ‘the new bridge will, I am persuaded be a positive beauty, as well as a convenience’
	Revill

	1817
	5th Dec
	Price wrote with advice on the planting around the Church Pool which Sir George was undertaking. Letter in the following year indicates that the advice was carried out.
	Coleorton Papers

	
	
	Busts of Milton and Shakespeare made by Coade, located on the ivy walk (together with steps listed Grade II)
	Listing Schedule

	1818
	6th Jan
	A stone to commemorate Richard Wilson, ‘the greatest English Landscape Painter’ was placed in the gardens to the south of the Lime Walk. Inscribed ‘Brought here 6 Jan 1818’ it is reputed to have taken 23 horses to move it into position
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton Hall

	1820
	6th Sept
	Letter from Price suggests that William Sawrey Gilpin may have visited  Coleorton to advise. The extent of his involvement is not known
	Coleorton Papers

	1823
	28th Oct
	Stone dedicated to Richard Wilson in the Grove at Coleorton Hail 28th October 1223’ drawn by Constable
	V&A

	1823
	
	‘Coleorton Hail with flag flying’ by John Constable
	Avon CRO

	
	28th Oct
	‘Cenotaph to Sir Joshua Reynolds in the Grounds of Coleorton Hall - 28th October 1823 drawn by Constable sketch that the later painting ‘The Cenotaph’ was based upon
	V& A

	1824
	
	Suggestion that the area now known as The Rose Garden was in existence by 1824 and was the Inspiration for Wordsworth’s poem ‘A Flower Garden which seems to have been composed during a visit to Coleorton
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton Hall

	1825
	
	Suggested date for the laying out of the Kitchen Garden derived from the article in Journal of Horticulture
	J Hort

	1827
	19th Aug
	Following Sir George’s death, Lady B carried out clearance work in the Winter Garden. Price wrote with advice and encouragement.
	Coleorton Papers

	
	
	Sir George Beaumont died, aged 73, leaving no heir Coleorton estate was inherited by a distant cousin
	Coal, Art & the Beaumonts

	
	Jun
	Survey of the Leicestershire Estates of Late Sir George Howland Beaumont by F. Knight
	LRO?

	
	
	The lily pool in the Winter garden was originally conceived as a Swimming Pool hut this was changed following the sudden death of Sir George-Beaumont
	Coal Board Papers

	1828
	
	‘Coad’ stone type urns on the terrace stamped Croggan, Lambeth, 1828’
	Site

	1829
	
	Margaret Beaumont died
	Coal Board Papers

	1836
	
	Painting of the Reynolds Memorial within the Lime Avenue painted as ‘The Cenotaph’ by Constable. Based upon a drawing made in October 1823
	EH Register

	1841
	
	Wordsworth visited the gardens and noted that an aviary had been built by the younger Lady Beaumont on the north wall of the Winter Garden.

…’which took up room that could not he spared, shuts out of view thc ornamantal masonry of the high terrace wall, and is altogether out of character with the place’

He also noted that the little nook where the pool was (Grotto?) scorned ‘too much dressed with shells and pretty ornaments’
	Noyes

	1843
	
	Tithe map of Coleorton

Kichen Garden in existence by this time (an pears on the Tithe Map)
	LRO

	1843-1884
	
	The Chuch Pool to the west of the house was removed or fell out of use at some time between these dates, although the stone bridge remains (appears on the Tithe Map but not 1st Edition OS) 

The Home Farm building was constructed at some time between these dates m the northern part of the gardens. (Is not shown on the Tithe Map)
	Tithe map

	1845
	
	Mr Henderson was the gardener with special interest in the production of grapes. Remained the Head Gardener ‘until at least 1875
	J Hort

	1846
	Jul 30
	Deodar cedar planted by Archbishop Howley on July 30th
	J Hort

	1848
	
	Picture gallery added to the house
	EH Register

	1851
	
	Most recent restoration of the Church carried out. 
	Coal Board papers

	1862
	
	Additional storey added to the hall to the designs of P.R. Cockerell
	Listing schedule

	1875
	
	Article describing the gardens in Journal of Horticulture

The Ha-ha bank along the eastern edge of the Rose Garden was planted up with roses…

... planted in about 10 rows of nearly 100 yards each. They are of heights sufficient to show distinctly above the terrace wall, forming one glorious bank of blooms which must be seen to be appreciated’

‘The roses at Coleorton are grown by thousands, being special favourites of Sir George H. Beaumont, and who devotes to them much personal attention

‘The kitchen gardens are but a short distance from the pleasure grounds and are approached through bowers of evergreens leading to an orchard, the border by the side of the walk containing standard roses of unusual vigour

MrCole was the gardener in charge of the production of grapes in the Kitchen garden

J Hort article provides a lengthy description of the arboretum which lay to the east, of the Winter Garden, accessed via the stone steps leading through the ruined cottage (now Stables Wood?)…
passing through a stone arch we come to an open lawn, and find many specimens of Conifera of perfect form and in great luxuriance. These, on the smooth lawn and thinly planted, show their graceful outlines and proportion to great perfection’

Article provides a description of the tree collection on the North Lawn (Pinetum?) ‘Each specimen is isolated from the rest and as many of them are planted on gentle knolls their beauty and proportions are seen at their best advantage
	J Hort

	1883
	
	1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map
	OS

	1886
	
	William Knight visited Coleorton and described the Winter Garden as an ‘insight into the principals of Art as applied to landscape gardening’
	Wordsworth and the Art of landscape

	1900
	
	During early part of the 20th century the house was leased to the Abel-Smith family 
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton hall

	1903
	
	2nd Edition Ordnance Survey Map
	OS

	1909
	Aug
	Photograph of the Rose Gar
	LRO

	1931
	
	9th Baronet Beaumont died
	Coal Board papers

	1947
	
	The National Coal Board leased Coleorton from the Beaumonts
	Coal Board Papers

	
	
	Alterations carried out to the house by the National Coal Board
	EH Register

	
	
	The stone façade of the picture gallery on the eastern side of the house was added, following alterations by the NCB
	Pevsner

	1948
	
	Coleorton bought by the National Coal Board (£30,000) Grounds included 2 neglected hard tennis courts, 3.5 acre of well equipped walled garden including 2 cottages for gardeners….
.  The new office blocks were constructed shortly afterwards, it is probable that the former quarry garden at the northern end of the Grove was partiall filled in with debris from excavations required to construct these buildings

.

The walls around the  walled gardens have since been removed, as a result of mining subsidence
	Coal Board Papers 

	1959
	
	New residence. The Cedars, built within the Winter Garden. This site is now in separate ownership
	EH Register

	1991
	
	Plan of Lady Beaumont’s flower Garden by Crookshank was auctioned at Ashby (£1200) Possibly Early 19th C?
	Wordsworth and the gardens of Coleorton hall

	1992
	
	Archaeological excavations associated with the widening of the main road to the south of the site uncovered evidence of medieval timber buildings
	SMR


